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There are as many descriptions as there are uses to which the
pragmatist might be put, by his or her self or by others.
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He did not think much of non-interpretative uses of texts.
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Presumably Eco’s answer is that it helps you respect the
distinction between what he calls ‘internal textual coherence’
and what he calls ‘the uncontrollable drives of the reader’. He
says that the latter ‘controls’ the former.
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These rhetorical questions are the initial softening-up
moves I would make in order to begin to blur Eco’s use-inter-
pretation distinction.
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Along the Bricco’s slopes are rows and rows of vines.
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When you eat the peach, the velvet of the skin makes
shudders run from your tongue to your groin.
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Eco, I decided, is telling us that he is now able to enjoy
dinosaurs, peaches, babies, symbols and metaphors without
needing to cut into their smooth flanks in search of hidden
armatures.
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A further state is reached when, upon rereading Thus Spoke

Zarathustra, one comes down with the giggles.
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At that point, with a bit of help from Freud, one begins
to hear talk about the Will to Power as just a high-faluting
euphemism for the male’s hope of bullying the females into sub-
mission,orthechild’shope ofgettingbackatMummyand Daddy.
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The concentration on historical scholarship about literature,
which had been the legacy of the nineteenth-century attempt
to live up to the prevailing conception of ‘scientific method’,
was challenged.
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When combined with the revived post-Kantian legacy of the
transcendental enquiry into the conditions of the possibility of
an activity, this issued in the elaboration of very general theo-
ries about the nature of meaning, communication, and similar
topics.
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I decided that Eco must be satirizing the way in which...
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This is the moment in which the hero, Casaubon, sees all
the earth’s seekers after the One True Meaning of Things
assembled at what they believe to be the World’s Navel.
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