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reality, merely an analysis of it.

mass society.

rational individualism of the Enlightenment and its notion of an abstract human being, who
for Arendt”’seems to exist nowhere,” except in thought; but she equally rejects the notion of an
introspective self in romanticism, where reality is given meaning only through self-conscious-
ness. For Arendt, these two concepts represent two sides of the same coin.

were indeed exercises in critical thought. For Kant, critical thinking was synonymous with
enlightenment. He even called the Age of Enlightenment”the age of criticism,” adding,”... . to
such criticism everything must submit... [and] sustain the test of free and open examination.”

Canovan argues Arendt’s distaste for Rousseau resulted from the fact that”The two offered
fundamentally different solutions to the problem of human plurality in politics. Whereas Rous-

common public world within which plural citizens can be contained.”

with ideas like Selbstdenken, or”self-thinking.” Lessing conceived of selfthinking in terms of
individualized rationality,”to think for one’s self,” which influenced Kant’s notions of enlight-
enment that came shortly after. Reality was filled with rational truths, universally valid and

equally attainable by all men. Rational self-thinking was not an escape from the experience of

market economy is one the hallmarks of modern society. The mindset of the modern capitalist
system pervaded all areas of society and politics. It was accompanied by a complete social
restructuring where high society gave way to”mass society.” Mass society was something
completely new. For Arendt the emergence of mass society was such a pivotal event for the
modern world that in her later works she tends to identify”society” and”’the social” solely as

——
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The subject of this thesis is Hannah Arendt’s critique and ultimate rejection of the ideas of
individualism developed during the Enlightenment and the Romantic periods. She rejects the

2(1+Y02) )93 Lol 398 4 L LL -Y
Still, there is little doubt that Arendt admired Kant’s Critiques for his method as much as his
ideas. In her Lectures she discusses the idea of critical thinking, and why the three Critiques

(A U2) 392 il 398 4oLy LG -V

In an essay entitled”Arendt, Rousseau, and Human Plurality in Politics” (1983) Margaret

seau tried to unite the citizens under a single General Will, Arendt stressed the importance of a

{(YOU2) 392 i luwd 39 4ol H UL -F
Thinkers like Immanuel Kant and Gotthold Ephraim Lessing helped promote rationalism

(FY U0) )39 il 398 4oLy LL -0
Arendt’s concern with economics is due to the fact that the development of a complex
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