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‘Beckett' /s method of subtractive paring-down — or
“leastening” in the vocabulary of Worstward Ho - is akin to
Husserl’s époche ‘turned upside down’.
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‘that for the likes of us and no matter how we are recounted
there is more nourishment in a cry nay sigh from one whose
only good is silence or in speech extorted from one at last
delivered from its use than sardines can ever offer’.
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happiness one hesitates to use those awful syllables.
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Beckett or assent with enthusiasm to their
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formal systematicity will depend to a
considerable degree on the manner in
which he or she responds to the claims
made herein about the existence and
nature of a rationally re-constructible and
rigorously actualized method.
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...the fact the latter [=event] can never be transitive to, or
coincide with, the situation that it affects.

g8 oo (GaRhe J=dr 4 (60l S Wl>Vhol ) transitive a Ly
g8 sod oz yio sl IS Sy il a8 Jole S5 jo 4y aS
WS dez iy aloz il b oS
The event can never be transitive to the situation that it affects.

el by (> Waol oo transitive 45 w515 coi lodue
el 10358 oo (Giein  Jlee) bl abulp §) ool 5o
abuly 3929 jl plo—2 oS0 A degaze jlcgbgagiac 4w i
olon 45 £8,5 4 cgb o 9o 4l gbga e ligs
i b Loty akaly ol pwgS oo Sl 30 c g a e 4t
23l a8 Jumiog b wlg o3 35,0 3lad 98| oo g ]
OF 2 $lg3 503 35,2 g 3l anils LI b gass alail) 5138 oo 1
g Gabie Sumiog

Pl 5 84S el oz i S (AT losigs) «Ss ol o0
oyl g 2 ygTedlens 5l (So ag Al TV oS )L il
o) Gdls ;s (6,05 )BT 5 sl 3l

ol LaaSly lales] & 4igSe 45 Ewl ol 4 4w g3bj 4>
B oS 39 o0 g yhre (—iigy Cudlo g 3929 0)byo Ll 3 aS s
aly Sl ol g B3 b g ol S g3lusl
2 G330 0 2 Rl deor am 4o o aloz 2l g
S by 6,55 bluia aylie & g ST 4S el Bl o
oolel g @l SRl ple oy SUS g alis (2l
E Gl Soaz Sl IS Slalus ]l g g pee e
23 el gl G ol 2 20l (o Sl plosite 50 0R94)
SIS ()2 pizo 9 g 9 SIS b S dplile
(TY-T7 a0 il &l el yo sl &S5 ol
0z b oS gloating 0,k )3 1) g gloating wlb Lz pils oo
O 35bgo g o e 419 pild ool g iy Gleaz 3
il i 9 Ol ) ploades
Rather than, more or less explicitly, according to writhing
the dubious privileges of expressive imprecision and fleeting
affect, Badiou! |s uncompromising penchant for formalization
is designed to affirm the rigour of writing as a discipline of
thought, a rigour that the seriousness of Beckett!Is impasses
(especially the one sealed by Texts for Nothing) bears
witness to. The comparisons with Kant and Husserl, as
well as the more sustained consideration of Beckett!ls
Cartesianism, should therefore be taken at their word.
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In haw it is the prose is grounded in different categories:
the category of ‘what-comes-to-pass’ and, above all, the
category ofalterity—ofthe encounter and the figure of the Other,
fissuring and displacing the solipsistic internment of the
cogito.
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... not, as a reading that would wish to re-inscribe him into
the long wave of humanism, in the commonality of human
properties, but, on the contrary, in the absolute singularity of
an unforeseen encounter.
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rather, he intends to approach it as a problem that demands
resolution from Beckett at the level of the writing itself.
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In the kind of ad hominem argument that would
scandalizeany good Derridean, Badiouarguesthattheincessant
repetitions in Beckett’s early works, what he refers to as an
oscillation between the cogito and the ‘grey black’, led to a
crisis for Beckett — both personally and as a writer.
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Badiou thus argues that there is a break with two key early
positions:
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The schemata of predestination that emerge in Watt and
Murphy and the oscillation between solipsist cogito and the
‘grey black’ of the ‘Trilogy’.
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While the so-called “Trilogy’ [...] has received copious and
exacting attention for its exploration of the vicissitudes of
language, subjectivity and ‘aporetics’,...
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And Badiou chastises himself for having originally
accepted this vision of Beckett as manifesting ‘the (ultimately
inconsistent) alliance between [...] Sartre and Blanchot’.
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... Badiou wishes to evacuate the defeatist pathos accorded
to the impasse, together with any intimation that we are here
faced with the linguistic ‘truth” of human finitude or with an
episode in the genealogy of nihilism;
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In the first place, Badiou seems to say, we cannot ‘avoid’
Beckett, however much he seems to preempt us - the
singularity and intellectual weight of his work is such
as to demand an explicitly philosophical response and
articulation (without, of course, over-determining its ‘literary’

qualities,...)
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Indeed, as with all thinking worthy of the name, Beckett’s
writing draws its force and urgency precisely from the way

that it subtracts itself from our impressions and intuitions;

ko (2l (589 25 50 1S3 4z 395 b pyie il oo Lmdly
Ol g $BT pr Sl oael xS 3l €V 1o g o
£zl )92 45 65585 2 ezred (2S5 g Gl p edingd oo
o 45 ol 2B 5| 355 Sy 9, bl [ ]
Iy 295 Gl WS e o Glasge—i g o ilsp glote |y 395 T

bl @lho J1 (S opidles oo (o) oz amy 4o o
S Cewl &6 baiaiS Ui oS loy il AigS ply dinn ol )
00gd JSUb (25 g2y o 42 9 9 i (g3Wee £ A2 )3
Sl pd SV )bl poe aliins (pizmos ol o0
LTl g g e (S5 adodl o (=8lg Sz b jBLie) ool
(M o) «wl 19830 il

G e )3 WD Teo )Ll g Ao izeon»
Suloslasg
... The importance of the much-overlooked and, as Badiou
puts it, ‘worst understood” 1960s prose text How it is, and
the identification of a chronological break (corresponding to

areal crisis in Beckett’s thought) before and after this text.
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Badiou’s reading must therefore surely betray what
Derrida, above all, points to as the ‘impossibility” of writing
definitively about Beckett. Indeed, so completely has this
edict of ‘timidity’ subtended the ‘post-humanist’ rules of
commentary about Beckett, that it is seemingly impossible to
assert anything at all about Beckett.
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All one can do is acknowledge that every possible assertion
already becomes its negative within Beckett's work itself, so
that any criticism begins already from a position of inherent
weakness, prefigured by the wry ‘admission’ that Beckett has
stranded his critics in the position of having nothing left to
do. (p.XIII)
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From the outset Badiou’s unusually strong reading thus
upsets the (admittedly understandable) trepidation that has
always accompanied the more careful readings of Beckett
during the latter half of the 20th century.
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I discovered the work of Beckett in the mid- fifties. It was
a real encounter, a subjective blow of sorts that left on
indelible mark.
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He offered us an apology of sorts and we accepted it.
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ed in the scholarship, that finds in Beckett so many
hypostases of the ‘paralysing’ imperative of language and
silence, the opacity of the signifier, the end of modernity, etc.
(P.XIIT)
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In his exploration of Beckett’s writings, Badiou outlines a
version of a pared-down, philosophically amenable, and
ultimately (and, prima facie, surprisingly) resourceful literary
and intellectual project. (P.XII)
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