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For this is indeed the task of capitalist epithumogenesis, to
pull the legs of the employees, in all the senses of that expression.
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Fair marcher les salariés, tel est bien la tiche de
I’épithumogénie capitaliste, et en tous les sense du terme.
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faire marcher:
1. (literally) to make someone walk.
2. (idiomatic) to fool someone, usually as a joke.
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Discours de la servitude volontaire ou le Contr’un
(= discourse on voluntary servitude, or the Anti-Dictator)
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The division of labor, and the monetary market exchange that
accompanies it as it deepens beyond a certain threshold, have
developed slowly over centuries.
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The blackmail of material reproduction, that particular fear
affect whose canonical form in the world of employment is
the threat of losing one’s job,...
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From the sovereign, through concentric circles of subordi-
nates of successive ranks, and down to the lowest levels of the
social hierarchy, favours and advantages that are often vital
trickle down - symbolically and existen-
tially in the higher strata, materially in the

lower ones..
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Itis true however that another desire, and a particularly strong
one, the desire for enchantment, keeps impelling us to deny
the existence of interests, as if the defenders of disinterest be-
came the victims of the very utilitarian reduction that they set
out to combat.
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They thus incur the twofold cost of validating the designation,
thus ratifying the reduction, and of relinquishing in that very
gesture, for no good reason, the breadth of a concept with so
much wider potential
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In the wake of that act of the most complete, organized im-
miseration, people were left with only one option, the sale of
their undifferentiated labor-power.
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Yet, whichever path it chooses - including paths that pass
through all possible and imaginable others - the effort of per-
severing in being as desire is never pursued except in the first
person.
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One can however choose to name the containing concept after
one that is contained by it.
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The child was named after its father.
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‘What is left then of the warmth of true relationships and no-
bility of feeling?” ask the defenders of the disinterested gift.
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This phrase takes a certain effort to decipher,
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and those discovering it for the first time struggle to

understand what is meant by this perseverance in being ,...
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Yet Spinoza provides all the necessary elements to make
sense easily of the idea, allowing one not only to grasp its full

scope but also to see it at work everywhere: ‘each thing. ..’
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La Boétie’s warning must be kept in mind if we are to return
to the ‘hard core’ of capitalist servitude to square the depth of
its incrustation with how little amazement it elicits.
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The idea of domination could not avoid being affected by this
development; approached simplistically, it is unsettled by the
spectacle of the happily dominated.
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And with that comes also the hope that capitalism can at last
move from being merely contentious to being transcended.
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‘act in such a way that you treat humanity... as an end and
never simply as a means’.
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Successful enslavements break the con-
nection between the sad affects of enslavement and the con-
sciousness of being enslaved.
sl s ¢ Sy 31 6 Slagasl &l 156l o
S 5Tl iblse o digg G50 Slogios 58 o0
18 ploz e (gosmy oz aiiS g0 gl | poguony jl (2T g
(eSSl daz 505 e Fol >
For it is the clarity of the latter realization that always risking
rekindling thoughts of revolt.
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Were it not at times such a repulsive spectacle, ...
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Were it not at times such a repulsive spectacle, one could almost
admire the audacity with which it tramples the main tenet of the
very body of thought that it flaunts as its ideological reference;
€& 19askeyor oz ol )3 it Lol @2 e oS Elag )T
058 S8 i inles By a6 loaileyw 5] senl
097 4k G5y ale e ol prlive |y T priadlyl oo (5
35545 5,138 ca b 51y 6,58 sholahe Sz b g ooy
b ojled oo s> Seiloinl g2 e |y 0T (G)loaler— s22)
S oo ) 4 oo (Sajsleiul 2 e lsie oy o saunsi g3
U5 Ml 4 ) aas e ialai]) (6,58 pll plo g loagle s
g a8 o JLoaS 1y 3l Lol sasde aS (flaunt o o )
Lass gl o 4T, Gigs 3,S contentious plae (glse 3 ¢yl
035 I 53 el plas ol Oyl el | Sogiw daiuwgs Sig T
the very body of thought ¢lez yie 39,5 lesb 9) . siue> b )
Iy the very 55, =y ¢l g w365, Aoz 5 S5 0,5 ol |
1658 plain b S5 0,Sm 1S 45 by o)Ll Lol (il s
oo Sl 3520 01935) el 1 gy Sl Sl
S0 b ) |y pucdlid (ol oxgdie (coliy i ) ©)lwz L
Soudic plaS 91,2
For it is indeed liberalism that commands, here in Kant’s
formulation, to ‘act in such a way that you treat human-
ity, whether in your own person or in the person of any other,
always at the same time as an end and never simply as a means’.
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‘act in such a way that you treat humanity, whether in your
own person or in the person of any other, always at the same
time as an end and never simply as means.
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