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The U.S. missile defence system was the main topic
of discussion.

Viadimir Putin suggested to the U.S. President that they
both use the Gabala radar station that Russia leases

39290 Ky 9 .m:lyia from Azerbaijan as an element of the missile defence
1 e 51 OT)-—.’ system. The Russian head of state expressed his
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confidence that implementing his proposals will allow
them to effectively monitor Iran's missile programme.

George W. Bush confirmed that Russia and the U.S. have
decided to engage in strategic dialogue with military
representatives and diplomats on the problem of missile
defence,
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But we hope that these consultations will not serve as cover,
to cover some unilateral actions, and | have told George
about that. Because as soon as a country, for instance, Iran,
carries out its first test of its long-range missile, our

[ ce means, and American reconnaissance
[means will register this Immediately. Three (o Tive years will
be necessary from the first test until the system is
operational. This time is fairly enough to deploy any ABM
system, Therefore, no matter how long our talks are going
on, we will never be late, The major thing for these
negotiations is that they should be viewed and should take
into account joint interests in the security area
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On June 7, 2007, at the GB summit in
Germany, during the direct talks between
the two then presidents, George W. Bush
and Vladimir Putin, the Russian president
made a proposal to the US to use Russian
radars for controlling missile launches from
Asia (i.e. Iran) thus making the deployment
of American ABM systems in Eastern

Europe unnecessary.

By Sheryl Gay Stolberg
Jum 7

ROSTOCK, Germany, June 7 — After
months of angrily rejecting a White House
plan for missile defense in Europe,
President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia
surprised President Bush on Thursday
with an offer to build a joint system in the
former Soviet Republic of Azerbaijan.

The proposed system, designed to guard

against a missile attack from Iran, poses
serious diplomatic and technical
challenges, experts said. But the fact that
it was suggested by Mr. Putin, and not
immediately rejected by Mr. Bush,
indicated a desire on both sides to cool the
hostile exchanges that in recent months
had driven relations to a low point in the
post-cold-war era.
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