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Kafka, the land-surveyor, photographs the earth’s sur-
face just as it must have appeared to these victims during the
endless hours of their dying. It is for nothing less than such
unmitigated torture that the perspective of redemption
presents itself to him. [...] The light-source which shows the
world’s crevices to be infernal is the optimal one.
oz ble oS () (S 0)by3 95957 o sl Alo jl aaS
Cuzo .3)ls (3,8 death b dying :ouile Jgie p (6,505 ol 5 oo
Oblis glocelw jl Cums i €S e bl 2 glocelws 5l
S5 g 3y 4 crevices .S o 3,8 abyss b po crevices .ol Lt
«Sler 9 oo 3w 0y500 S 3 Wi S Syl B aigS o
S8 g5 aS o jlaw J1ogS b abjg il abyss 385 Jslze
g g0 533937 g ol lloxa
2388358 50 S oLz ) 3l 14k b prLuwe plie 5SS
1 gy Y ol i gl ol k5B ol
S5 g0 2B gl (658w ke aS ol S o iz 2l 2
Lol Sk gledlii gl (>jgs CubS 45 )9 psite [-]
el ygi Reie (i S0 0 olis
B8 sloadoz (2l 4oz 5 )3 €y )9 jw 0US Gl s b
2953 0l 45 i 4y Lol sl o b anly o S3LS) 10 b
95 3k gloz Sewd 5y il e 4z pliz el T s 4 Jb>
oyg] g0 oY sl &
Through reification of the subject, demanded by the world
in any event, Kafka seeks to beat the world at its own game —
the moribund become harbinger of Sabbath rest.
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It is tied to the salvation of things, of those which are no
longer enmeshed in the network of guilt, those which are
non-exchangeable, useless. This is what is meant in his work
by the phenomenon of obsolescence, in its innermost layer of
meaning.
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Miiiggang ist aller Laster Anfang, aller Tugenden
Krénung,
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The innocence of what is useless provides the counterpoint
to the parasitical: ‘Idleness is the beginning of all vice, the
crown of all virtue.”
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‘Our task is to do the negative - the positive has already
been given us’. The only cure for the half-uselessness of a life
which does not live would be its entire inutility.
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Under this spell pure subjectivity turns into mythology, and
spiritualism, carried to its logical extreme, turns into the cult
of nature.
waily> oS gladoz 4 gublb 4z b o pils o Lndly
4oz ) personality cult oS 5 pn Lo S el onw)
b il 15 )b Aoz 5 sma b S Balllces
P yie 5520 )b b2 S (i) 9 $03)555 SudisS &) (g pplese
spiritualism :3)9L dez 5 )5 ol (e 1y (Glo3lg 8 S, oo o
Hed olyie 4l g Vipler load pusi 4 b 5 )9l wpde
oozl 030 g.3S doz 5 Slogy g |) o plg—i oo &S Lugl 5
05550 593951 3l oz CElw a4y sl pa ple S o
@ o ol 2l 51 el e SulelB b oz pog S0 3
o s oo 3 ibie sletie 2 952 46539b79) 9 S5 0 0y5ka]
olb & 95957 o)Ll 09— g0 (S piemieb b S S &
2o Lad ol yo GlasdliaiS o s 1) 8L (gloaund (glind 4S il
012 26555 WS 50 Ly o )3 ok 35— o0 e ig>
el o g W Cod S gl 995 2iilo 4 (53> g 4 3l
e 35 AR Cedd ] gl 99 0
4S oo)52 o0y (Gl 2 ol g 03l aloz a0 V- axio )
P2 yie S o0 4210 (528 (gl (sieMe b ] 0l S
S Sl 55 Sl el e i o] il i
395 393> & 39aome WelS (gelulits Jelbn gly) s 53,54l
b S 5kl ool @85 5 g 0ds gm0 (T i (42 45
Gz Selsy wlel oo Shble § Jsine Jol Alaz 93 .3l 392
Bil Pz e el a8llLe e Sy & ceCud (H2,504lg; S
Iy «olgp gl i lotiz] (glooaiilys (S| pitakio (ho g atd o3
Lol 595 )9k 0 oo (63l g2 (i 15105, o marration Jsl=e
An expressionist epic is a paradox. It tells of something
about which nothing can be told, of the totally self-contained
subject, which is unfree and which, in fact, can hardly be said
to exist.
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The closed complex of immanence
becomes concrete in the form of a flight
from prisons.

immanence | & b 2 oo o Lacls
W olner gl 5o 3931 amwlidi 03
Sax &S Gl oxzen glad) () Builegygy
9 egede Sl ol jl )13 B 53 (o)
el g soloa
w0z 3 Hblgd) jeo g Lal Jase S
Sl g &S Sl (ol loj oSSl ol St
w023 SldT o) g 93T 350 53 Wee o 2o
g (2l 0 ol ood e Sl 402 5 1L LS
)30 b piS plo (S (oS> b pas Slg>

¢

Ol s 45 po yio ol Koo
T Sl yime oKL ole
IRV P NV P JERVES PRV T ey
S 5wl adine Cul (Koo
S slaiel Jol8 jg5l0,8 8l e
S g0 4oz 5l 013 3 052
@ 6oL Gl ! (Soo
gl 3 0 00 ol Slostez 3
65593 8ol Lol ol aiisls (gole
Blaias cwl (Sos gl 8 rewwd po
Saes 5Ll (g0, ciwy
b 925 39553 9 01550 |y (o8

5615 355,8 pas sislon wladl alesssj Jlore 5 silasslilejl
oS S Bl g 2l g Ogeme (g lotile s s o oS ST gzrow
G055 Oligele a3 2 g 39 se ALl gl 0jg> RS g 5|
WS s (g5 45 9) Slass IS 4S 59 o rbliS SLS L YIS
Bz 331 Lo g8 g boeoadeieg Sl gloio)lS o sloosiing 3
Slo)lsSi pgzman - oyl gloy 3 ~glzlen g -yl ol yo -
bha> g A;;SGA ogl> (déclassement) L;:La.,.l: Cjie bgdw abl)d
.«.\59.&‘;0

59y 1S 50 I sne ol P e (S F - Ab0 0
4 sl ol Sitiorg e 5T e e o0 955 50 550105 4 Jokss B
Al 03,55 )18 (ol S gun 394 203 g (23Sl gy s
A8 2l lials g salg o |y (ot wguS]yS lials wlis
B3 b g4 O ey 1S (B9 45 L 3y s g ;S0
A B> Ol |y g g0 pig 4 s (SSLS 5T yo gyl aid
sl Glools )l 5o .0, bl s> Slie (gaig 0 |y pigz ol
el 5 S g8 i Sy 575 S o 0t 5130 B
5555 31y 3 o olie Ay s B3 lez 1 4S Sl SISl
(F\-5+ Lao) «ydye

T )3 e Sl S o sy o 55 ol s
3yt o ) gl yo |y K9y aalS1TA0
LS oz yio .l Scan by 5 (S 4, citizen
Glil o1y B9 re—is S8 0)bys plocilosly
U9 (D g 9 oIl 03 )97 bourgeois
psleP oo oSl 4oz 555 B0k e
... the bourgeois was unable to find a
successor; ‘no one has done so’. Perhaps
this is what is meant by the tale of Gracchus,
the once wild hunter, a man of force who
was unable to die. Just as the bourgeoisie
failed to die... In the concentration camps,
the boundary between life and death was

eradicated.
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In Kafka’s statement to whoever it may concern, he
describes the court which sits in judgment over men in order
to convict law itself. Concerning the latter’s mythic character
he left no doubt.
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And while it is true that any direct political allusion would
have violated the spirit of a work whose ‘hatred of him against
whom the struggle is waged” was far too implacable to have
sanctioned any kind of aesthetic realism, any acceptance of
the facade of reality at face-value — nevertheless, it is National
Socialism far more than the hidden dominion of God that his
work cites.
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They are all déclassés, caught up in the collapse of the
organized collective and permitted to survive, like Gregor
Samsa’s father. As in the era of defective capitalism, the
burden of guilt is shifted from the sphere of production to
the agents of circulation or to those who provide services,
travelling salesman, bank employees, waiters. The unemployed
— in Castle — and emigrant — in America — are dressed and
preserved like fossils of the process of déclassement.
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Over and over again, Titorelli paints that monotonous
genre picture, the heath.
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They creep around among properties which have long
since been amortized and which grant them their existence
only as charity, since they have outlived themselves. The
displacement is modeled on the ideological habit of glorifying
the reproduction of life as an act of grace on behalf of those who
dispose over the means production, those who “provide’ work.
JWeSgpled» L= pay off glime 4 cwsl S8 (glojlg amortize
olazl Hogeld j3 . bLdl Oygo & (pgaz s« g o8 By
o2y po langl 2o 0pe 9 plg (2,8 3, S Sheuse 258 o0
Jolog 51 o 5o a0 U 3wl xe OS] &S o properties
«Jlgob> gliso 4 Lol ) properties Ls| .property 145 o o
YOV 8L glopsT "\-'3956" 9397 .o « VR uo» g « Sl b
oS Jgal 535 o0 5w 0T g g 2! («ilivg g 2Bb 2L b) Jlgel
Fael o Slgtus ((awd ©jgo @ wli) pli o0 Cwlosae
A @Bauo S & b axdl wiloac i S5j el T 4 4S
Gl 1« el o 5,991 Sl ol 055 51 il gyas
Sl s aBo 1y « S35 il a8 ails oo «Sijglgianl Jole
Cﬂb.ol) W5l s a1y «adgd Slwgy jliS] aS sas o 09l
S GlS s 503 Tl (LS (guo)lb 402 5 )3 45 g 53Lad]
. (those who ‘provide’ work) «aiw, o Syladn )8 lopsT gl
20l WS ipsg> con 1S3 (B2 Wi & O Asmio 53

3638293019y L 6 ¥550l9)) meurosisyloe 12le3 9,3 (591Slg,
ool 325 ey 45 g8 o0 (531,81 4 «Sidg 900 ( o Jglas
a8 P ol & L o poly,) psychosis g - aSlpl,S5 Lo
2195 ez sale e b s 1 63155, s (i gtlos JI b
Lol )5 Lsl 0S| o 3 105 (dregs of the world of appearances)
655 Gloogel (QUETE ol s ol 42 B0 098 (A
Cpatd JB dugug jl p e Bl axbio )3 3)l dez i 3 po
53wl o 1) father figure <S5 4S WS oo polo g g8, 20
9 NS00 Aoz )i G b s i |y S ol e gloSin 8
Cosilogom 2 63901 g2l e 4 59lSlg) o T APl (Glme
Y aziio 35l g.0i8 o0 ol sy i 42 gl 40 poT 45 (9950 yo0 (i
DRl gg (2 0T 393 2 S plops ) (spply) ST gl 429
)93 g0 dmalz | aS ) (lops 0,8 0Bl (9958 93,5 o
QS 4 LS8LS w0 wgSiro i oloiz| LIS glaailis
397 33l pol) 4] (neurosis) ()329)0lg) oleys 5l 42 995
Sl ol 5950 03,8 o0 Liulad (535 S 2 glew ol
L foy sloadS 03les Sidly) » amelz &S|y ol Els 03
P2 S glagipad el o oo 5SS ain o amelz £9)0 Lo
0T JU8 15 0855 e i dad wile (AS (g7 1w A0z )3 o
Sjlsso5 abusly 2|y s Y1 o ARelz 5 oS 0 Gy Sl
093 1 i e g 4 S o o a1 T a5
eSSl o2 50l oo )99 4 g WIS g0 g s
He does not directly outline the image of the society to
come — for in his as in all great art, asceticism towards the
future prevails — but rather depicts it as a montage composed
of waste-products which the new order, in the process of
forming itself, extracts from the perishing present”.
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He tears down the soothing fagade to which a repressive
reason increasingly conforms. In the process of demolition —
never was the word more popular than in the year of Kafka’s
death — he does not stop at the subject as does psychology, but
drives through to the bare material existence that emerges in
the subjective sphere through the total collapse of a submissive
consciousness, divest of all self-assertion.
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Here too, in its striving not for symbol but for allegory,
Kafka’s prose sides with the outcasts... Walter Benjamin
rightly defined it as parable.
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Even in a work such as Goethe’s, which plays so
profoundly with allegorical moments, these still relinquish their
significance, by virtue of their context, to the thrust of the whole.
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To guard against this short-circuit, which jumps directly to
the significance intended by the work, the first rule is: take
everything literally; cover up nothing with concepts invoked
from above. Kafka’s authority is textual.
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...such experiences are nothing but contingent and
private psychological projections. Anyone who believes that
the neighbours are watching him from their windows or that
telephone speaks to him with its own singing voice... is
suffering from delusions of persecution and of relation, and
anyone who seeks to make a kind of
system out of such things has been infected
by the paranoia; for such a person Kafka’s
works serve solely to rationalize his own
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