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if no more of the soul has to be put into the man-made
structures to make them serve as man’s proper sphere of
action than can be released, by action, from those structures.
Under such conditions the soul has no need to recognise any
laws, for the soul itself is the law of man and man will behold
the same face of the same soul upon every substance against
which he may have to prove himself.
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therefore it does not transcend these forms and structures
generally but only their historically given concrete possibili-
ties — and this is enough to destroy the immanence of form.
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the central characters’ dissatisfaction with whatever the
surrounding world of culture can offer them and their seeking
and finding of the second, more essential reality of nature.
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In lyric poetry, only the great moment exists, the moment
at which the meaningful unity of nature and soul or their
meaningful divorce, the necessary and affirmed loneliness
of the soul becomes eternal.
2% 25550 G0 s gamio Vool oz b iy 0 4SSl
9(Syp Ol ) 315 3929 Ceolicl aliod 12 4 g1z (2L 2
w2l lslize olus b gl g camubs jloline wamg alisd il 5
ol p2 e Gams Aloz o9 g0 g2l 0l e 9 61950 (2B
el Ghgdie oo
Sosile) bl plotel g0 jl eablaz ( SUe adas) ol yo ol
OIS 1) 363 352009y (FPU i GRegS Lho—ike 5)akyz 9 S5
038 1]y 395 ( bbb g S eemes ASIT Jlo 1S o doxie
a3 o i YU goled 4 992090
At the lyrical moment the purest interiority of the soul, set apart
from duration without choice, lifted above the obscurely-de-
termined multiplicity of things, solidifies into substance; whilst
alien, unknowable nature is driven from within, to agglomerate
into a symbol that is illuminated throughout.
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Yet this relationship between soul and nature can be
produced only at lyrical moments. Otherwise, nature is
transformed — because of its lack of meaning — into a
kind of picturesque lumber-room of sensuous symbols for
literature; it seems to be fixed in its bewitched mobility
and can only be reduced to a meaningfully animated calm
by the magic word of lyricism.
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The second nature, the nature of man-made structures, has
no lyrical substantiality; its forms are too rigid to adapt
themselves to the symbol-creating moment; the content of the
second nature, precipitated by its own laws, is too definite to
be able to rid itself of those elements which, in lyric poetry,
are bound to become essayistic; furthermore, these elements
are so much at the mercy of laws, are so absolutely devoid of
any sensuous valency of existence independent from laws,
that without them they can only disintegrate into nothingness.
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And so these forms, which, here, can only play the role of
Socrates at the birth of thoughts, can never of their own accord
charm something into life that was not already present in it.
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The ‘should be’ kills life, and the dramatic hero assumes
the symbolic attributes of the sensuous manifestations of
life only in order to be able to perform the symbolic cer-
emony of dying in a sensuously perceptible way, making
transcendence visible;
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yet in the epic men must be alive, or else they destroy or ex-
haust the very element that carries, surrounds and fills them.
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In life, however, heaviness means the absence of present
meaning, a hopeless entanglement in senseless casual con-
nections, a withered sterile existence too close to the earth
and too far from heaven, a plodding on, an inability to liberate
oneself from the bonds of sheer brutal materiality,
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everything that, for the finest immanent forces of life,
represents a challenge which must be constantly overcome
—itis, in terms of formal value judgment, triviality.
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the pre-poetic process of embracing all life in a mythology
had liberated existence from all trivial heaviness;
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Verse itself, however, can only tentatively encourage the bud
to open; verse can only weave a garland of freedom round
something that has already been liberated from all fetters.
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but must either awaken to a brief existence in the flames
of a fire lit from the deadwood of a blighted life, or else
must resolutely turn its back on the world’s chaos and
seek refuge in the abstract sphere of pure essentiality.
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It is the relationship of the essence to a life which, in itself,
lies outside the scope of drama that renders necessary the
stylistic duality of modern tragedy whose opposite poles
are Shakespeare and Alfieri.
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It is the relationship ... that renders necessary...
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Life is not organically absent from modern drama; at
most, it can be banished from it.
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But the banishment which modern classicists practice
implies a recognition, not only of the existence of what is
being banished, but also of its power.
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This indestructible bond with reality as i is, the crucial
difference between the epic and the drama, is a necessary
consequence of the object of the epic being life itself. The
concept of essence leads to transcendence simply by being
posited, and then, in the transcendent, crystallises into a new
and higher essence expressing through its form an essence
that should be — an essence which, because it is born of form,
remains independent of the given content of what merely exists.
The concept of life, on the other hand, has no need of any such
transcendence captured and held immobile as an object.
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The new spirit of destiny would indeed seem ‘a folly to
the Greeks’. / Truly a folly to the Greeks!
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Thus the Church became a new polis, and the paradoxical
link between the soul lost in irredeemable sin and its impos-
sible yet certain t redemption became an almost platonic
ray of heavenly light in the midst of earthly reality: the leap
became a ladder of earthly and heavenly hierarchies.
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therefore, the essence cannot build a tragic stage out of the
felled trees of the forest of life,
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Just as the reality of the essence, as it discharges into life
and gives birth to life, betrays the loss of its pure imma-
nence in life, so this problematic basis of tragedy becomes
visible, becomes a problem, only in philosophy.
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Only when the essence, having completely divorced itself
from life, became the sole and absolute, the transcendent
reality, and when the creative act of philosophy had
revealed tragic destiny as the cruel and senseless arbitrari-
ness of the empirical, the hero’s passion as earth-bound
and his self-accomplishment merely as the limitation of
the contingent subject, did tragedy’s answer to the ques-
tion of life and essence appear no longer as natural and
self-evident but as a miracle, a slender yet firm rainbow
bridging bottomless depths.
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This new wise man, however, was the last type of man
and his world was the last paradigmatic life-structure
the Greek spirit was to produce. The questions which
determined and supported Plato’s vision became clear, yet
they bore no fruit...
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world has not grown larger since the beginning of time; it is
only that the songs of comfort ring out more loudly or are
more muffled): it is the adequacy of the deeds to the soul’s
inner demand for greatness, for unfolding, for wholeness.
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When the soul does not yet know any abyss within itself
which may tempt it to fall or encourage it to discover
pathless heights, when the divinity that rules the world and
distributes the unknown and unjust gifts of destiny is not
yet understood by man, but is familiar and close to him
as a father is to his small child, then every action is only a
well-fitting garment for the world.
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The world of the epic answers the question: how can life
become essential? But the answer ripened into a question
only when the substance had retreated to a far horizon.
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Only when tragedy had supplied the creative answer to the
question: how can essence come alive? did men become
aware that life as it was (the notion of life as it should be
cancels out life) had lost the immanence of the essence.
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Philosophy is really homesickness, it is the urge to be at
home everywhere.
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It is not absence of suffering, not security of being, ...
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It is not absence of suffering, not security of being, which in
such an age encloses men and deeds in counters that are both
joyful and severe (for what is meaningless and tragic in the
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