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hatami elected Iranian
President in stunning upset
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Man y Iranians
‘Hope Result
‘Of Election
Brings Change

‘. Continued From Page 1

-

uae dawn of a new era, it may prove
To be the end of an old one. Never
‘be.rorc in 18 years of Islamic rule
“have they so clearly rejected the will
o! the ruling Shiite Muslim clerics. ;
. Near-final results announced to- X5
-Qay showed the astonishing dimen-
'sions of Mr. Khatami’s upset victory.
uHe won 69 percent of the vote, with
'ws principal opponent, Ali Akbar Na-
teg‘h-NtmrI taking just 25 percent,
-, The clerics, or mullahs, who run
lran. including the supreme leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, made clear
at they favored Mr. Nategh-Nouri,
MNot only did their support fail to
propel him to victory, it was also one
‘of the main factors leading people to
vote for Mr, Khatami.
+ ‘“People want to show that this is a

The next President of Iran, Mohammed Khatami, left, conferred yesterday with the man he is to succeed,
President Hashemi Rafsanjani. Voters chose Mr. Khatami hoping he will ease the Government's strict rule.

nation,"*

grown-up country now and that we
can make our own decisions,” said a

pe roan. o

Women were a strong part of Mr. ers, especially young people, con-

voreify  in E.

Iran Vote May Bring Pressure
For a Change in U.S. Policy

By STEVEN ERLANGER

WASHINGTON, May 25 — The
landslide election of a relatively
moderate clericc, Mohammed Kha-
tami, as Iran’s President will put
pressure on the Clinton Administra-
tion from critics as well as European
allles to explore policy changes and
not simply isolate Iran 2s a ‘“‘rogue
senior American officials
and Iran scholars said today.

But with the strong possibility of
Iranian involvement in the bombing
in Saudi Arabia last year that killed
19 Americans, the Administration
will have to move slowly, the officials
said, and it will be up to iran to show
signs of change first,

While the enormous vote for Mr.
Khatami stunned officlals here, with
some calling it a landmark of popu-
lar discontent with the restrictions of
the 18-year-old Islamic revolutton,
they cautioned that Iran’s more con-
servative Islamic
move o frustrate and undermine
Mr. Khatami rather than accept the
rebuke from the electorate.

Even Mr. Khatami himself, said
Shaul Bakhash, an Iranian historian
and analyst at George Mason Uni-~

leaders could

tries opposed to Israel, what the offi-
cial called Iran’s "‘rabid opposition
to the Mideast peace process and
anyone who supports it,” and Iran’s
work to develop nuclear and chemi-
cal weapons.

““If these things don’t change,’’ Mr.
Burns said, ‘‘it won't be possible to
have better relations with [ran

A senior official said: “If the new
President has the authority to have a
dialogue that includes ali these sub-
jects, then we're willing to talk. But
it’s not clear to anyone that even the
apparent moderation of this new
President will produce any shift in
the real issues of importance to the
United States.”

But Washington will be listening
carefully, the olficial said, suggest-
ing that a first indication of change,
and one of the easlest to gauge, might
come in Teheran’s statements about
the Middle East peace efforts. “And
then {f we see real change in their
support for terrorism,” the official
said, “then one could say, ‘Hey, this
is really interesting.’ But the ball is
in Teheran's court.”

Mr. Bakhash said the vote was a
blow to the conservative policies of
Ayatollah Khamenei, adding: "‘But

Va “hag
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738 Moderate Wins Iran’s Presu!entlal Election

 Mohammad Khatami's victory
unlikely to lead to any drastic changes
in Iran’s slamic fundamentalism

in people's lives,

30 million people.

any drastic changes in the country's Islamic fun-  abroad.
damentalist bent, it should serve to restrain the

the country since the 1979 Islamic revolution.

South Korea's Red Cross to send

South Korean spokesman said.

Iy about the  two days of talks cn how to deliver

1 of our ser-

An array of restrictions
ranging from bans on dating [
and satellite dishes to a
strict public dress code for
women — they are allowed [

TEHRAN, Tran (AP) — A moderate cleric 10 show only their faces —
was declared Iran’s next president Saturday after  help the Shiite Muslim cler-
trouncing his conservative opponent in an elec-  8Y assert its authority over
tion seen as a rejection of expanding Islam’s role  Iran’s 60 million people.
Khatami, 54, will suc-

Mohammad Khatami, a former culture minis-  ¢eed President Hashemi
ter who built up broad support among Iran’s  Rafsanjani, who steps dovn
youth, 100k almost three tmes as many voles as  in August aficr completing  Nhatam
is challenger, Ali Akbar Nateg-Nouri, in ballot- his second four-year term.
ing Friday that drew a record tumout of nearly ~Rafsanjani, 100, was billed as a moderate when E N .

he took office. But he had little success casing  million of the 29.7 million votes cast in

* While Khatami’s win is unhkely 1o lead 1o Festrictions at home or improving Iran’s image Friday's election, while Nateq-Nouri received

Nateq-Nouri’s backers had depicted Khatami  announced on state radio and television. Two
conservalive faction inside a clergy that hasruled as & pro-Western cleric not sufficiently commit-  other candidates won fewer than a million votes
ted to the revolution. Khatami supporters say he  each.

Red Cross Talks On Food Aid For North Korea Stall

BEUING (AP} ~— An offer by urday night and mect again Sunday.  ger of starvation this summer with-
The negotiations demonstrate the  out massive food aid. A European  denying hunger experts access to the
40,000 tons of food to starving mutual suspicion between commu-
North Koreans hit a snag Saterday nist North Korea and capitalist day that no food is reaching remote  ing “staged presentations in flooded
when the communist country sud- South Korea, even on something as  areas, where it is most needed. areas.”
denly demanded 100,000 tons, a  vital as food aid. Both countries’
Red Cross groups have close ties to  the country, which are far away  bassy spokesman, Chang Moon-ik,
Red Cross negotiaters from the  their governments, which have been  from main ports and main centers  said North Korean Red Cross nego-
two countries were also split after  enemies since their 1950-53 war.
The United Nations estimates  are in dire need,” Tue Rohrsted, counterparts Saturday by abruptly
the aid, as well as how to label it. that 4.7 million North Koreans — a  head of the EU Delegation in Seoul,  asking for 100,000 tons of aid to be
But they agreed to have dinner Sat-  fifth of the population — ase in dea-

wants good relations with Western nations —
except the United States.

The Unifed States has tried to isolate Iran
since the 1979 revolution, accusing it of sponsor-
ing international terrorism and more recenlly of
attempling to acquire nuclear weapons.

‘Washington also contends that Tehran poses a
threat to the security of its oil-nich Arab allies
that face Iran zcross the Gulf.

‘While it is often at odds with Europe over for-
eign policy and human rights issues, Iran
remains closely linked with European nations
economically and is heavily dependent on them
for the modemization of its industry.

Khatami, 2 middle-ranking clenic, won 20.7

7.2 million votes, according to the final results

Rohrsted accused North Korea of
Union diplomat in-Seou] said Satur-  hardest-hit areas and instead offer-
“In particular, the eastemn parts of In Beijing, a South Korean Em-

where food aid has been shipped, tiators surprised their South Korean

said at a news conference.

delivered by the end of June.
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