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Commands and prohibitions in the Quran
are expressed in a variety of forms which are
.often open to interpretation
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possibility that a command in the Qur’anmay
sometimes imply an obligation, a recommen-
.dation or a mere permissibility
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As a characteristic feature of Qur’anic leg-
islation, it may be stated here that commands
and prohibitions in the Qur’an are expressed
in a variety of forms which are often open to
.interpretation and ijtihad
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The primary source of the Islamic law (the
Quran) is, in itself, flexible on the basis of the
analysis that the Quranic legislation leaves
room for flexibility in the evaluation of its
injunctions. The Quranis not specific on the
precise value of its injunctions, and it leaves
open the possibility that a command in the
Quranmay sometimes imply an obligation,
a recommendation or a mere permissibility.
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This style of Qur’anic legislation, and the
fact that it leaves room for flexibility in the
evaluation of its injunctions, is once again in
harmony with the timeless validity of its laws.
The Qur’an is not specific on the precise
value of its injunctions, and it leaves open the
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